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Nightly Reading Synopsis

Use this sheet to organize your thoughts about the reading you do at home each week. Your
notes will help you analyze the text and become a more active and therefore better reader. It
will also help to prepare you to create a detailed and thoughtful review or project based on

your book.

A Plot Diagram shows you how the author organized the story. There are 5 main elements of
plot described in Figure 1. After reading each night, make a mark (®) on the empty Plot
Diagram below to show where you think you might be in the story, and label it with the date.
You can refer to your synopsis notes made on that date which should describe the actual

events.

Write what happens when the
_problem or conflict reaches a
high point here.

2. Rising Action

Write what leads
up to the main
problem or conflict
here.

4. Falling Action

Write how the
problem or conflict
is solved here.

1. Exposition

Write the
background, or
what happens
first, here.

5. Resolution

Write how
things end up
here.

Figure 1: Plot Diagram




